The National Touch Rugby Australia,

 Trans Tasman and Pacific Cup was a great competition, despite the quick storms and steamy heat throughout the games during the two day competition. Lucky for us all, it was nothing like the disaster up at Innisfail, we all hope everything goes well for all the people up there and around the area. Our thoughts and hopes go out to them all.

  Friday started off great with a training run at the fields, Coach Wilko (Andrew "Roy" Symonds look-a-like) was determined to beat the Kiwi's this year

  Both the New South Wales and the Queensland Boys all came together to make the Australia 35's men's team, it was good to see some old friends again but it was also nice to meet the new ones. Dave "Bigbossman" Kerr, Danny "Romabout" Markey, Troy "Walkabout" Arvo,  Hughie, Choco and most of all Rocky "the bus driver". Joe “comelately” Monks was a no show and should have been a warning to us all of his lack of commitment to turn up on game day.

  After getting together, the 35's men's started work with the move 45 as well as 7's, as our coach Wilko said, we should beat the Kiwi's by doing these moves because we all know that the Kiwi's are strong and make quick dunk and scoops from dummy half and working from behind the rucks to break our defence. After training Friday morning for two hours, it was time to gee up for the competition, our first game was at 15:20.

  Game one against the Kiwi's, like every sport, we thought the opposition would be jetlagged from travelling by plane, so we should have broken through their defence in the first game and hope we kept them out long enough to win. They like us seem to get better as the game goes on and come back stronger. Well our theory didn't work because the Kiwi's beat us 6 Touchdowns to Zero. We weren't beaten by the Kiwi's, we lost the game on our own. We had broken through their line 8 - 10 times but we just couldn't finish off.

  Most of the games on the first day was with a mixture of middle and links play. The middle was made up of Bigbossman Kerr, Choco (melts under pressure), Wilko(Symonds), and Walkabout Arvo. Who can forget Danny "Romabout" Markey and the little Laurie "Pygmypocketrocket" Anno. Everyone had achieved their goal in attack and defence, across the field/paddock.

  Game Two went pretty much the same way, Kiwi's won 6-3. It too was our defence that let us down and some calls didn't go our way (remember if things are not working out blame the refs), not much you can do about some of the refereeing. But we all enjoyed ourselves and said that the two games were behind us now and that we should be looking forward to regroup and start again on Saturday.

  Game two wasn't without its casualties though, Rocky Rocky Rocky, what would we do without Rocky (if it wasn't for you, we would need a new bus driver). The poor fella did an injury within the first 5 minutes of the game. Rocky was our biggest weapon at the time, Rocky mate, hope you're okay, we all hope that the injury hasn't affected your driving ability for the bus, and thanks mate for nominating yourself as our assistant coach.

  Saturday started with us all coming together, reassuring each other that we will use our skills against the Oceanic 35's Men's team. It was a success against the Oceanic, it was the Coaches and Captains dream to see us up 6-1. Our coach and Captain said that we must keep our 45 and 7's moving all the time and the middle is to hit it up hard. In which Bigbossman Kerr and Troy Walkabout Arvo were doing all the time.

  Every time Choco and Wilko were doing the 45 it worked out so well, they were getting the defending team off side all the time, even when we hit the line on 3 rucks, they all attacked well. Not known until half time, Joey was missing in action for the first half. It was good to see him in there again. Joey "ComeLately" played well throughout the competition except for the first game where it was a bit before his wake-up time.

  Yes, sometimes I think I am still playing Rugby League, I still make breaks and run around the posts on the field, in which there are no posts in touch. It feels good when you make a touchdown and break through the defence to help give the other team members a chance to make a touchdown. Offloading the ball to Joey "ComeLately", Hughie "Do-it-yourself" and Wilko.

The third game against the Kiwi's was a bit hard, but we still went on with it, the Kiwi Guys already played “6” games from the night before, but they were still determined to beat us again. It was that we ended up having to draw 5 all. Some of the Kiwi's were feeling the heat and the steamy weather, they were happy to take a draw. They refused to play in a drop off knowing that we were just hitting our peak.

  We all worked well in the games against New Zealand and Oceanic, I still remember when Hughie "Do-it-yourself" had done an individual try, Bigbossman Kerr and Pygmypocketrocket both said that they should see if they can top Hughie "Do-it-yourself"s try. Just for those that didn't see it, I will recap for you. Firstly, we successfully defended the set of six, when it was our turn to attack, Bigbossman Kerr said lets go, I rolled the ball and Bigbossman Kerr scooped and passed back to me, then after being touched, I rolled the ball again, touch 2, and then he told me to run on my right, as black men do, or is it just short men, I ran to my left, I then checked my hands for my L and R, R is for right so I changed direction and Bigbossman Kerr  passed a lovely looking ball (it had great legs well at least long ones) which I ran off with and did a beautiful flight touchdown. The diving judges gave me a 9.5. I wasn't sure if anyone was chasing me at the time but boy what a run after only just 3 rucks. Coach Wilko(Symo) attempted to change a few positions around once the game was in the bag to give the guys a change and a bit of fun. Very thoughtful of him That was a very exciting second game against Oceanic.

So this then made it Australia and New Zealand in the 35's men's final.

  The final game was on and we were at war with the Kiwi's, Country verses Country and it was time to see who will rule the game, It started off hard and fast, the Kiwi's touched down first within 2 sets of 6 before Pygmypocketrocket crossed the line after a lovely pass from "Walkabout" Arvo. The defence rushed up but the ref's overruled the touchdown calling it a dropped ball on the line. That was a ref's call that we just had to live with and we just played on. Everyone turned on the heat in the second half, after being down 2-1 in the first half. Beardy gave a speech at half time and this lifted us to play the last 15 minutes for our Country and ourselves. Wilko again played a typical captains knock leading from the front and threatenign the kiwis defence whenever he touched the ball. Yes once again from our winger Woody to our other winger Hughie and across the field we played hard. Danny "Romabout" Markey was again outstanding working in the middle and links, making one of his famous dives again. Out from the 5 Metre line and making a touchdown, he left it for the last. But in the end, the Kiwi's won 4-3 over the Aussies.

  Now to the 35's Women's Team, they started well on Friday night, Coached by Laurie Anno and Dave Kerr, Captained by Helen Dooley. The 35's Women didn't have any plans on using Buddies because it was their first time together. It was rather hard to pair each of them up. It proved to be better to stick to the basics and play the game as it happens. All the Ladies were good across the park  against the PNG Kingsridge, after all, both teams played well. The poor women also had to play the over 27's Women's teams. Unfortunately they went down to both teams and they didn't quite make the finals.

  Talking to the women's team turned out to be quite complicated. Not just because it was that the Male species are not able to communicate with the Female species. But the team consists of 4 Donna's and 2 Helens. It was hard to know the girls but if you said one of the two names, some one would answer. I would also like to thank the Donna's, Helen's, Sue, Michelle, Wanaka, Leeanne and Whenu as well.

Yours in Touch,

Laurie Anno

 “Pygmypocketrocket”

